FOOD 

Gulp! Before you 
tackle a turkey, 
refresh yourself 
on the basics 10a 


SPORTS 

In iconic duds, 
Hornets will be 
dressed to party 
like it’s 1988 18 
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Sessions says he ‘always told 
the truth’ on Russia contacts 


ALEX BRANDON AP 


Attorney General Jeff Sessions testifies about his knowledge of 
Trump campaign contacts with Russians at a hearing Tuesday. 


BY MATT ZAPOTOSKY 
AND SARI HORWITZ 


Washington Post 


WASHINGTON 

Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
said Tuesday that he has “always 
told the truth” in describing his 
knowledge of Trump campaign 
contacts with Russians, although 
he acknowledged that he now 
recalls an interaction with a low- 
er-level adviser to Donald Trump 
who said he told Sessions about 
contacts who could help arrange 
a meeting between Trump and 


Russian President Vladimir Putin. 


When asked previously about 
whether he thought that surro- 
gates from the Trump campaign 


had communications with the 
Russians, Sessions said, “I did 
not, and I’m not aware of 
anyone else that did, and I don’t 
believe it happened.” 

Now, speaking before the 
House Judiciary Committee, 
Sessions said he recalled a 
March 2016 meeting with 
George Papadopoulos, one of 
the Trump campaign’s foreign 
policy advisers. Papadopoulos, 
in pleading guilty to lying to FBI 
agents, has admitted that he 
told Trump and other campaign 
officials, including Sessions, that 
he had contacts who could help 
arrange a meeting between 
Trump and Putin. 

“I do now recall the March 


2016 meeting at Trump hotel 
that Mr. Papadopoulos attend- 
ed, but I have no clear recol- 
lection of the details of what he 
said at that meeting,” Sessions 
said. “After reading his account, 
and to the best of my recol- 
lection, I believe that I wanted 
to make clear to him that he was 
not authorized to represent the 
campaign with the Russian gov- 
ernment, or any other foreign 
government, for that matter. But 
I did not recall this event, which 
occurred 18 months before my 
testimony of a few weeks ago, 
and I would gladly have report- 
ed it had I remembered it be- 
cause I pushed back against his 
suggestion that I thought may 
have been improper.” 

Sessions clarified later that he 
recalled Papadopoulos making 
“some comment” about a 
Trump-Putin meeting, and he 
“pushed back.” 

“T remember the pushback,” 
Sessions said. “I remember that 


SEE SESSIONS, 2A 


LOCAL 


WOMAN WINS 
LOTTERY TWICE 
IN ONE DAY 


Michelle Shuffler of 
Granite Falls won a total 
of $1,010,000 from two 
scratch-off tickets. 6A 


BUSINESS 


SPRING BRINGS 
WELLS FARGO 
TOURNAMENT 


However, the tickets will 
be more expensive than 
they used to be. 8A 
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WILL NEW LOGO 
CROWN CITY'S 
CAMPAIGN? 


Charlotte hopes the 
crown will become as 


A PROJECT CLOSE TO HIS HEART 


Susanna Colbert Photography 


Kara and Greg Olsen appear at Levine Children’s Hospital on Tuesday to announce their newest effort for children born with heart defects. 


m The Panthers’ Greg Olsen and his wife, Kara, are launching a 
new program with Levine Children’s Hospital that will provide 
extended care to children born with heart defects. 


BY KATHERINE PERALTA 
kperalta@charlotteobserver.com 


It’s been about five years since 
Carolina Panthers tight end Greg 
Olsen and his wife, Kara, started 
a fund to assist families of chil- 


Levine Children’s Hospital. Since 
March, the Olsens have been 
quietly working to supersize that 
program. 

On Tuesday, the Olsens an- 
nounced the launch of a new 
program through Levine that 
will provide extended care to 


heart disease. The program is 
funded by the HEARTest Yard, 
which the Olsens founded in 
2012 when their son T.J. was 
born with a heart defect called 
hypoplastic left heart syndrome. 
“This cause and this hospital, 
and these heart families, they 
mean a lot to us. We know what 
it’s like to be in their shoes. 
We’re very fortunate that we 
had access to a lot of things that 


Olsen said Tuesday. 

TJ.’s condition required three 
heart surgeries, so the Olsens 
hired a live-in nurse - a perk 
that’s not easily available to 
everyone. The care after that is 
ongoing, Olsen said, and in- 
cludes the kind of outpatient 
services that the new program 
will fund, such as physical ther- 
apy and speech therapy. 
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& STERLING SILVER PIECES 


* FLATWARE + HOLLOWWARE 
+ PICTURE FRAMES « CANDLE STICKS 
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